
DESPERATE FOR THE GOSPEL    by Noah Brennan

I determined to know nothing except for Christ.  -- Paul

IN DESPAIR
“I am in despair.  I am desperate 

that my family comes to know the 
gospel.” 

This was written recently by a 
member of our church.  She was 
referring to her family that regularly 
attends a church back in her home 
town, but is marked by many signs of 
legalism.
A NEW OLD STORY

There is nothing cutting edge to 
what we are doing at La Fuente.  It’s 
not like the member I mentioned 
above is getting the newest and 
latest in theological training.  In fact it 
might seem like we are beating the 
same drum week after week.  But like 
Paul said, (“I determined to know 
nothing except for Christ...1 Cor. 
2:2”) it’s the only drum worth beating.  

In Ecuador, like in many countries 
that have had an influence of 
Christianity for many years, what 
we’re finding is most needed is what 
Paul calls the things of “primary 
importance,” (1 Cor. 15:3) or the 
dynamic truths of the gospel.   In 
fact, several ministers in Latin 
America have begun sounding the 
alarm that many Latino countries 
need to be re-reached with the 
gospel.  

But instead of doing this we all 
have a tendency towards relying on 
our systems, traditions, or works  
(Gal. 2:1-3); or else we tend towards 
an abuse of grace that does not 
represent a life captivated by the 
gospel (Rom. 6).  So what is 
consistently needed is a new focus 

on one of the oldest stories there is, 
the gospel.

 As church growth expert, Aubrey 
Malphrus, says, “The church is only 
one generation away from 
extinction.”  It’s not that Malphrus is 
being pessimistic, it’s that he is trying 
to draw us from our bent towards 
complacency and the idea that we 
have arrived, and so we can take a 
break from the work of the gospel.  
We can see this as well in Paul’s 
focus in the establishing of solid 
leaders to carry on the task of 
continually re-aligning the churches 
he had planted with the gospel. 
KEEP ME DESPERATE

But here’s the thing, even as I am 
writing about our tendency towards 
an abuse of grace on the one side 
and the pendulum swing toward 
legalism on the other side, I find 
myself caught off guard by how 
easily both of these can find a 
foothold in my own life.  

I think one of the only ways to 
keep myself clinging to the cross of 
Christ is to realize how much of me 
desires to run from it (either in an 
obvious abuse of grace, or in a 
subtle trusting in my own works).  It 
is easy for me to preach a sermon 
about the sin that lies “out there,” 
and not see the ugliness of my own 
heart (Jer. 17:9).

“I determined to know nothing 
except for Christ...”  really is a call to 
keep desperate for Christ, and it is 
the only hope I, La Fuente, or anyone 
has of being a voice of truth and 
hope as we seek to proclaim who 
Christ is and what salvation means.
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LOOKING DEEPER INTO ADOPTION
Has it ever struck you how often 

the imagery of family is used when 
talking about salvation?  

Perhaps one of the most vivid 
aspects of this that the Word gives 
us is that of adoption.  Ephesians 1 
gives us an overview to the 
stunning act of salvation that is 
detailed later in Ephesians 2.  

In chapter 1 we see a God who 
“in love [he] predestined us for 
adoption as sons through Jesus 
Christ.”  The reason this is so 
amazing is truly only understood in 
light of Ephesians 2:1-3 in which 
we see that before anyone is 
saved, we are first of all: dead in 
our sins, followers of Satan and the 
distorted current of this world, and, 
most strikingly, children of the 
wrath of God.  Now try to wrap 
your mind around the reality that 
God adopts us through the work of 
salvation while we are by our very 
nature children that deserve the 
exact opposite!

So why this theological preface 
to the story of our friend, Amie?  

Because if we are 
honest we tend to 
romanticize adoption in 
the American Christian 
culture.  It’s almost 
become the trendy thing 
for christians to do.  
After you finish the 
leadership classes and 
the financial planning 
classes and whatever 
other classes there are, the 
next thing to do to step into the 
elite of Christian living is adoption.  
Ok so it may not be that extreme, 
but I think you get my point.  
ABOUT AMIE

Amie’s birth mother was 
adopted, she was adopted, and 
now she is adopting.  God has 
been faithful in bringing her through 
a four year battle with doubts over 
adopting similar to doubts that 
many soon-to-be parents have.

A month ago, Amie had the 
chance to meet Yuret and Karen at 
a local orphanage and school 
where I teach English twice a week.  
These two girls were abandoned at 

the age of one and two, and 
are now four and five (their exact 

age is uncertain).  
Currently Amie is waiting on a 

social worker to sign off on the 
process for her to officially take the 
girls into her house as a foster 
parent.  After a year and half she 
will be allowed to adopt the kids.

Please join with us in prayer for 
our good friend as she moves 
through the many steps of 
adoption in the next year.  It has 
been exciting to see the Lord 
working through the process so far 
and we are excited to see what is 
to come!  And of course, we can’t 
wait to be uncles and aunts again!

ON ADOPTION    by Noah Brennan 

Join our team member, Amie Youngren, as she moves 
forward in the process of adoption.
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Karen

CHANGE IS COMING    by Noah Brennan 

A quick summary of some changes that are coming

WITH CHURCH
It’s a good problem.  After 

moving into our current location in 
August we can see that La Fuente 
needs a larger space.  When we 
moved to our current location 
attendance on Sundays is 
averaging about 40-60 people, 
now it is at 80-100.  Besides that 
we often have 30 children, 
between the two Sunday school 
classes, that have to cram into a 
very small space.  

Please join with us in prayer as 
we look for a strategic site to move 
to next.  
WITH HOME

My mom will be going back to 
the States at the end of this school 
year, which means we must look to 
find a new place to live.  There are 
many possibilities, but we hope to 
stay close to where we are now so 
that Phin (and by then, Keenan) 
can continue to go to the same 
pre-school.  We are also praying  

for a small green space in the new 
apartment, so that we can kick the 
kids outside to play when they 
need to burn off some energy ;)
BECOMING RESIDENTS

After over a year, we have 
finally been approved for residency 
visas.  This is a huge blessing 
because: they are much cheaper 
than the missionary visas we 
currently have, they never expire, 
and they allow us the possibility of 
getting a salaried job in the future.
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